




With 18 towers up to 400 
feet in height and equip-
ment on an additional 42 
structures such as grain 
elevators and water towers, 
tower safety is a major 
concern for the crew at 
Wheatland Broadband. 

Frequent training 
and safety meetings keep 
rescue procedures fresh for 
the men who scale these 
structures to make sure the 
internet service reaches our 
members without interruption. 

On May 14-15, the Scott City crew–NICK 
BUEHLER, GEAROLD LEVERETT, NEIL O’CONNELL, 
LEWIS BROWN and NOLAN NUMRICH, along 
with LUKE WEST, Safety Manager–brushed up 
on tower rescue training provided by Advanced 
Rescue Solutions, which specializes in this type 
of training.

Instruction consisted of correct use of 
equipment and safety tips, followed by hands-
on training in which individuals were safely 
lowered from the Scott City Co-op grain eleva-
tor.  The training emphasized lowering a person 
in distress and special techniques used to tie off  
during a high angle rescue.

On the second day, instruction moved 

to a 170-foot tall tower owned by Wheatland 
Electric. The crew learned how to safely lower 
a conscious, but injured person, and fi nally a 
person who was unconscious, by attaching them 
to an able climber who could then bring the 
injured party safely to the ground. 

“The guys take pride in knowing that they 
are among the elite trained exterior elevator 
and tower rescuers in Western Kansas,” said Jim 
Welker, Manager of Information Technology at 
Wheatland Broadband. “Safety is very important 
to not only the climbers, but everyone around 
the tower site.”

Wheatland Broadband would like to thank 
Gary Friesen, Scott City Co-op Manager, for use 
of the grain elevator.

Wheatland Broadband Practices Tower Rescues 

The crew learns how to safely tie off  before beginning their descent off  the 
Scott City Co-op elevator.

Left: 
Luke West, along 
with six other 
Wheatland Broad-
band employees, 
practiced rescues 
while repelling 
down a grain eleva-
tor.

Right: Luke West 
(top) practices low-
ering Lewis Brown 
playing an “injured 
man” to safety 
from a 400-foot 
structure.
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Hembree & Mercer Travel to Topeka for Tour
On May 20, Wheatland Electric 
sponsored two youth for a tour of 
our state capital. The trip included 
a guided tour of the Kansas State 
Capitol; a visit to the Brown v. Board 
of Education National Historic Site; an 
afternoon trip to Ward-Meade Park, 
which included lunch and an ice cream 
sundae at the old fashion Potwin Drug 
Store and a schoolhouse session in a 
one-room schoolhouse; and a visit to 
the Kansas Museum of History. 

The students selected to attend 
the Topeka tour were Skyler Hembree, 
of Wichita County High School in 
Leoti; and Danica Mercer of Con-
way Springs High School in Conway 
Springs. Both students were recom-
mended to apply for the Washington, 
D.C., Youth Tour by a high school staff  
member. Wheatland Electric employ-
ees Sheila Helm and Shawn Powelson 
chaperoned the tour.  

"Wheatland got to know the 
students during the application and in-
terview process for the DC Youth Tour 
and wanted to reward the students 
with a tour of Topeka to give them 
a taste of the legislative process and 
Kansas history," said Powelson. 

Dave Holthaus, Vice President 

of Government Relations at Kansas 
Electric Cooperatives, Inc. (KEC), spoke 
to the students prior to capitol tour, 
which helped the students understand 
the role of electric cooperatives in 
state legislation and the importance 
of the rural representation within the 
state. 

The tour marked Hembree’s fi rst 
visit to the capitol. "I learned so much 
about the state's history and how the 
Kansas State Capitol works to make 
this state better," he said.

Mercer was most excited to 
"revisit the top of the State Capitol, in 
addition to getting ice cream sundaes 
at the Potwin Drug Store."

Plug-in to 
Savings!

Did you know that Wheatland off ers rebates to 
residential members for the installation of energy-

effi  cient heating, ventilation, and air condition-
ing (HVAC) systems?

Heating and cooling a house often 
accounts for the majority of a household’s 

monthly energy costs. Many homeowners have 
a great opportunity to save energy and money 

by installing a more effi  cient HVAC system. 
Essentially, higher effi  ciency equates to lower 

monthly energy bills and improved comfort. For 

example, you could receive  a$410 rebate for a four-ton 
(48,000 BTU) heat pump.

For eligibility requirements or to download a rebate 
form visit www.weci.net and click on the“Energy Educa-
tion” tab and then on “Rebates.” You can also contact 
any local offi  ce.

HVAC
rebate program

Rebate Levels
BTU Min SEER Central A/C Heat Pump

Up to 36,000* 13 $200 +$150
*Add $30 for each ½ ton above 3 ton (36,000 BTU)

Rebates Available to
Upgrade Your HVAC
Save Energy, Save Money 

Both Hembree 
and Mercer 
participated in 
Kansas State 
Capitol Dome 
tour, climbing 296 
steps to the top. 

Dave Holthaus, Vice President of Government Relations at KEC, spoke to the students 
prior to capitol tour about the role of electric cooperatives in state legislation.
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